


J usti Pa pers, cant. 
letters include correspondence from a 
gentleman who wanted Justi's help in 
being released from military service 
during World War I, a request from a 
woman who wanted to collect child 
support from her husband for her 
nine children, correspondence from a 
woman who wanted Justi to speak: at 
her funeral - which he did, and cor­
respondence from Justi's brother, who 
was a musician. 

Correspondence to Leopold lusti 
dated April 29, 1913. 

Justi corresponded for numer­
ous years with several women. One 
of those women was Emma L. (Anna) 
Mast. Justi undoubtedly met her when 
he worked at the Industrial Home for 
the Adult Blind as she attended school 
at the institution. Anna had an unusual 
occupation as she was a coffee tester 
for over twenty years at A. Schilling 
and Company of San Francisco. The 
company stated that "her sense of taste 
would be more keenly developed on 
account of her lack of sight." In the 
quarterly publication Outlook for the 
Blind it further stated: "To the compa­
ny's blender she gives her expert opin­
ion upon thousands of varieties, grown 
under different altitudes and varying 
weather conditions which affect a 
coffee crop. The Schilling Company 
affirm[sl that Miss Mast is the only 
blind coffee taster in the world." 

Flirtatious Letters? 
Anna personally typed many letters 

to Justi. Sometimes she would run off 
the page and text or words would be 
missing, but for a person who was not 
able to see she was a remarkable typ­
ist. The letters from Anna are playful 
and sometimes flirtatious in nature and 
include salutations of: Baby Sour­
grapes, Baby Justi, and Brother L. She 
signed the letters Baby, Baby Nem, 
Binkie, or The Little Dutch Girl. Wal-

ter tried to track down the letters Justi 
sent to Anna as it would be fascinating 
to see his side of the correspondence. 
Unfortunately, he was not able to 
locate any heirs who had information 
about what happened to the letters. 

We know there was a connection 
between Justi and the Jack London 
estate as Justi was an insurance agent 
at one time and two of his customers 
were London's wife and London's 
half-sister. I asked Walter if he thought 
Justi and Luther Burbank, who lived 
from 1849 to 1926 and created several 
new grape varieties, had crossed paths. 
Both men were extremely interested 
in Sonoma County horticulture. In the 
collection there is only a seed cata­
log, a postcard, and an envelope from 
Burbank's seed company. Roeder vis­
ited the Luther Burbank house to see 
if he could discover any connections 
between the two men; which he could 
not. I like to think the two men were 
aware of each other and each other's 
work. 

Leopold Justi lived during what 
is often termed the Second Industrial 
Revolution - a period known not just 
for the Great Depression and Prohibi­
tion, and the Dust Bowl migration, but 
for growth in economic productivity, 
transportation, and agricultural output. 
Anyone interested in this period of 
history in Sonoma County will find the 
Justi collection insightful and interest­
ing. People who have relatives that 
lived in Glen Ellen may find legal doc­
uments, correspondence, or even greet­
ing cards from their family members. 
Recently a request was made from 
someone looking for correspondence 
between their relative and Justi and 
several documents were found. I can't 
wait to further look at the correspon­
dence contained in the Justi collection 
to see what "gems" I can discover. 

Anna Mast, 1917. 

(Kim Wallis works at the Sonoma 
State University Library in the techni­
cal services department and recently 
received her Master's degree in Li­
brary and Information Science from 
San Jose State University. She can be 
contacted at kim.wallis@sonoma.edu 
or ph. 707-664-2316.) 
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